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INTRODUCTION

I've got some exciting things to share with you about prayer. You
might be facing an impossible situation today. You might be pray-
ing for healing in your body. You might be praying to get out of
debt. You might be praying for your wayward teenager. You might
even be praying to have a baby. If whatever situation you are pray-
ing for looks impossible, I want you to know that God’s Word says
that “all things are possible.” So, my friend, don’t ever give up, be-
cause prayer changes things.

Many people have never even heard of the Prayer of Petition.
Some people may find it too demanding, or a little too specific. Oth-
ers may find it doesn’t fit the small religious box in which they put
the topic of prayer. I don’t pray because it makes me feel spiritual
or so I can be holier-than-thou or because it makes me look or feel
good. I pray to get results. Friend, I believe in the power of prayer,
and I also believe that the Bible teaches us scriptural principles that
we can apply to get results in our prayers sooner than we think.

In Ephesians 6:18, the apostle Paul told us to pray always. I want
to encourage you today, and as you continue to read this book, to
learn how to apply the Prayer of Petition to your situation, to never
give up in prayer. Your attitude should be to pray always.

No matter what the situation is,

no matter how impossible it looks,
no matter how many other people before you have failed,
no matter what the natural circumstances look like,
no matter if it didn’t work before,

keep on praying!



Prayer of Petition

I learned about the power of prayer and, specifically, the Prayer
of Petition early on in my ministry. I started out in 1969, and kept
notebooks of the revelations God showed me regarding prayer. Re-
cently, I was looking at the first notebook I kept from 1969 to 1972.
I was a young believer then. I had just given my heart to the Lord on
February 11, 1969, and I already had a lot of impossible-looking sit-
uations in my life.

I went into the ministry after having shut my automotive busi-
ness down, but I still had a lot of debt from my company. In the
natural, there was no way I could pay back everything I owed. It was
too much money. I didn’t know what I was going to do. I was bound
by my lack of finances, and I felt hopeless. I couldn’t fully focus on
my new ministry with the looming bills that were piling up on my
desk and the many phone calls I was getting from bill collectors
who called me at all hours of the day.

If there was anything I needed to learn right then it was how to
pray. At the time, I didn’t know much about prayer. I certainly
didn’t know the things that 'm going to share with you in this
book. But I was desperate. I needed a miracle. I needed help.

I didn’t know where else to turn, so I turned to the best re-
source—the Bible—and I began to study what it says about prayer. I
didn’t learn about this topic on my own. I also had the help of godly
men like Kenneth Copeland, Kenneth Hagin, Oral Roberts, and T.
L. Osborne. I got my hands on everything they had to say about
prayer. I was determined to learn how to pray.

The first thing I noticed was that it wasn’t important how I
sounded when I prayed. I don’t know about you, but I don’t speak

Elizabethan English. There are many religious-minded people to-
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Introduction

day who think you have to pray using “thees” and “thous.” I wanted
to pray not to sound good to God, but to get results. In my study of
God’s Word, I quickly learned that I could talk to Him just like I
could talk to anyone else. I'm a country boy from Louisiana, and
you know what I found out? God knows how to talk country. That’s
right! He can speak Louisianan! I want to encourage you to ap-
proach God in your prayer as yourself. Don’t act like anyone other
than who He created you to be.

As I devoted my time to learning about the best way to pray, I
found out the quickest way to get results from an impossible situ-
ation was through the Prayer of Petition. This is nothing more than
a formal request that you create and write down based on facts
found in God’s Word about His will. It’s a prayer that you present
before God that you took the time to carefully and diligently pre-
pare. It’s a prayer that you offer in confidence and in thanksgiving.
It’s a prayer that brings about powerful results.

When I crafted my Prayer of Petition because of my dire finan-
cial straits, God came through for me. It worked! The prayer I
formed based on His Word came to pass and I got delivered from
my circumstances. The same thing can happen for you!

Now, this is important: Somewhere along the line, I stopped
praying this way. I quit preparing my Prayer of Petition the way God
had taught me to. Maybe I got too busy. Maybe I was in too big of
a hurry. Who knows exactly why? The bottom line was, I was no
longer getting the kind of results I used to get when I carefully and
studiously constructed a Prayer of Petition.

A year or two before I started writing this book, my wife, Car-

olyn, told me the Lord had been speaking to her. He said that we
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Prayer of Petition

needed to go back and start praying like we used to. So one day we
both began to do just that. It’s amazing what happens when you get
back to the basics and revisit an act that once worked. You know what
youll find? It still works! So many of us forget this basic principle.
Sometimes when we try something again that was once successful,
we think we’ve stumbled upon something new.

“Look at this,” we marvel in amazement. “I did this new thing,
new move, or new procedure and look at all the great things it did
for me.” God knows it’s nothing new. He tells us, Child, you found that
truth a long time ago. You just let go of it. I don’t want any of you to for-
get the truth of the Prayer of Petition. You can never quit praying like
this. Stick with it. It works!

I’'m excited that you have decided to join me on this journey to-
ward experiencing greater miracles in your life than you have ever
experienced before. It’s time to get your prayers answered. No mat-
ter how bad your situation looks, no matter how impossible, no mat-
ter how bleak, no matter how depressing, know that all things are
possible. God can perform the miraculous and turn your circum-
stances around.

If you are struggling financially because of the economy . . .

If you don’t have enough money to pay your bills . . .

If you are having a tough time in your marriage and it seems you
are heading for divorce . ..

If you are in need of healing . ..

If you have kids who are doing things they shouldn’t be doing . ..

Be encouraged! There is hope. It’s time you learned how to pray the
Prayer of Petition and watch God divinely operate in your impossible-

looking situation and bring about His best for your life.
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CHAPTER 1

GoD Is YOUR SOURCE




The kind of prayer that the apostle Paul instructed us about
and that is the topic of this book is not religious praying. This
is not a pious or do-gooder exercise or a formality. Now don’t get
me wrong, it’s definitely a good thing to have a regularly scheduled
time of prayer. It’s especially great to start your day off early and
spend time in prayer before you do anything else.

But you've got to be careful that you don’t just spend time in
prayer early in the morning only because you feel obligated or just
because it’s the religious thing to do. This is how Satan can get us
into bondage. Prayer can become meaningless and have no power if
we do it just to do it.

We must want to learn how to pray, because God has called us
to pray. Jesus said, “My house shall be called a house of prayer”
(Matt. 21:13, NKJV). If there’s one thing the Church has got to be
known for, it’s prayer. And if the Church is known for prayer, it
should also be known for its results. It’s one thing to just pray all
the time, but it’s another thing when we start seeing results from
our prayers.

Before we pray, we should understand a few things first. We must
believe that prayer gives us the ability to do something about what-
ever we’re going through. We must believe that we have the author-
ity to pray. We must believe that prayer can change things and that we
can’t change any of these things in our own strength. Remember,
Paul tells us to “be strong in the Lord, and in the power of His might”
(Eph. 6:10, NKJV). We don’t have any strength or might outside of
God. We can’t depend on ourselves or on the eloquent words we use
in our prayer or on how smart we are. We have to depend on God

showing up and working through us to make change happen.
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God Is Your Source

Before we even begin to prepare the Prayer of Petition and un-
leash the power of God in our lives, we have to remember who our
Source is. This principle truth is the foundation for the Prayer of Pe-
tition. If you don’t understand that God is behind it all, you are not
going to be successful in your prayer life.

The first verse of the Bible reveals to us that God is the Source:
“In the beginning God . ..” (Gen. 1:1, NKJV). He is the origin. He is
the reservoir. He is the fountain from which it all flows. The reason
we petition God is because He is the Source of our needs being met.
When there is nothing that others can do to help, God is our Source.
When we are stuck in a seemingly impossible situation, God is our
Source. When we’ve run out of hope on our own, God is our Source.

I'love what it says in Psalm 62:5: “My soul, wait thou only upon
God: for my expectation is from Him.” THE MESSAGE puts it this
way: “God, the one and only—TI'll wait as long as he says. Everything
I hope for comes from him, so why not?” Isn’t that awesome? Every-
thing you hope for comes from God. Everything!

When Carolyn and I started out in ministry 40-plus years ago, we
had to learn how to rely on God for everything. I can look back over
that long period of time and say with deep conviction that every-
thing we have today—from the house we live in, to the clothes we
wear, to the cars we drive—has a testimony behind it. When we shut
down my business before I committed myself to serving God full-
time, we didn’t have a dime to our name. I couldn’t depend on my
business for a paycheck because I had closed the shop shortly after
I invited Jesus into my heart.

I didn’t have anyone I could look to for help as far as finances

were concerned. Sure, I could have gone to my mom and dad or to
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Prayer of Petition

Carolyn’s parents and asked to borrow money, but I wanted to prove
that God was our Source. The Bible told me that “my God shall sup-
ply all [my] needs according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus”
(Phil. 4:19, NKJV). If God’s Word was true, then He would provide us
with whatever we needed. I like what Kenneth Hagin used to say:
“Let’s just act like the Bible’s so.”

So Carolyn and I went on a journey of discovery. We were on a
mission. We were learning to live by faith. We were learning to trust
God. I want to tell you that I have over 40 years of proof that God
has never let us down. He has never disappointed us one time. God
has answered all our prayers because we learned to pray them ac-
cording to His will. He has been our Source all these years. Not only
has He met our needs, but He has blessed us and enabled us to be in
a position to help meet the needs of other people until they, too, can

discover God as their Source.

Don’t Depend on Others
Maybe you have relied on people or other things in the past to be your
source. Maybe you think, Well, I can always go to Uncle John to help me.
What if Uncle John gets laid off? Well, I can always ask my boss for help.
What if your boss has problems of his or her own? Well, I've got a sta-
ble job that will give me security for the next 30 years. What if you lose your
stable job?

I don’t know about you, but I would much rather depend on God
as my Source than people or things, because the true Source never runs
dry. I can’t tell you the number of people in the last 40-plus years who
have promised to do something for me or my ministry but they never

came through. I'm sure they meant well, but it just never happened.
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God Is Your Source

I've also had people come up to me and indirectly try to dis-
courage me in my faith by saying, “Well, you never know what God
is going to do.” Actually, I do know what God is going to do. He’s
going to come through for me. He is faithful. I know God; it’s peo-
ple I can’t figure out! That’s the reason I don’t make others my
source. If someone comes up to me and tells me, “I'm going to give
you $100,000 to go toward your ministry and that new building
you want to build,” I do not go out and order material based on
what he says.

Can God use other people to fulfill your need? Of course! But I
want to make clear that if other people don’t obey what God is telling
them to do, God is not limited by their disobedience. It doesn’t mean
your need won’t get met.

I read a newspaper article one time about a little town that had
been around for more than 100 years. Now when you think of some-
thing that’s been around for more than a century, you probably
think it'll be around forever. Not so. This particular town shut down.
It had no reserves left. The community does not exist anymore. The
treasurer of the town stole what little it had left and took off. Busi-
nesses closed and members of the community moved away. There is
no town there anymore.

My point is, don’t depend on what man says about being around
for along time. The psalmist wrote, “God is our refuge and strength,
a very present help in trouble. Therefore we will not fear, even
though the earth be removed, and though the mountains be carried
into the midst of the sea; though its waters roar and be troubled,
though the mountains shake with its swelling” (Ps. 46:1-3, NKJV).

In other words, you shouldn’t care if the earth is moved or if the
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mountains fall into the sea. Why? Because you are linked to the
Source—who is an ever-present refuge in times of trouble.

It doesn’t matter what man says. It doesn’t matter what CNN
says. It doesn’t matter what the Wall Street Journal or any other news-
paper says. It doesn’t matter what your neighbors say. It doesn’t mat-
ter what the economy looks like. It doesn’t matter what your job
forecast looks like. It doesn’t matter what the health reportlooks like.
God is your Source; and if you are linked up with Him, then you have

every right to be confident that He will come through for you.

Don’t Depend on Yourself
When you find yourselfin a situation where you are pressed beyond
measure and you don’t know where to turn, don’t trust in yourself.
In the natural, you are limited to what you can think up as a solu-
tion. Most of the time, what you think up won’t work anyway.

This is what Paul was talking about when he said, “For we would
not, brethren, have you ignorant of our trouble which came to us in
Asia, that we were pressed out of measure, above strength, insomuch
that we despaired even of life: But we had the sentence of death in
ourselves, that we should not trust in ourselves, but in God which
raiseth the dead: Who delivered us from so great a death, and doth
deliver: in whom we trust that he will yet deliver us” (2 Cor. 1:8-10).

Paul learned a valuable lesson in his situation. He was under so
much pressure and thought he was going to lose his life, but he
made the decision not to look to himself. He made the decision to
trust God, his Source.

Sometimes you may feel like you have been waiting on God for

too long and you need to get involved in your situation and find
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your own way out. Don’t do it. Don’t feel like you need to help God.
Don’tstart leaning on the arm of the flesh. God doesn’t need our so-
lutions or our help. He needs our faith and obedience. Many years
ago, Ford Motor Company used to have the slogan, “Ford has a bet-
ter idea.” Sometimes we think we’re Ford. God tells us to trust Him
as our Source, but we tell Him we have a better idea. We have to stop
trusting ourselves and start trusting the Source.

I remember when Carolyn and I were first learning this truth.
Shortly after we were married in 1966, I had joined the National
Guard because a friend of mine said I could earn some extra money.
I had been in for a short period of time when I was told that our unit
might have to go to Vietnam. I shipped off to Fort Dix, New Jersey,
for basic training and then for AIT (Advanced Individual Training).
When I left, Carolyn was expecting our first child. In fact she was
due to deliver just a few days later.

There I was, training, with a wife back home and a daughter who
was actually born while I was in boot camp; as a matter of fact, my
lictle girl was three and a half months old before I ever saw her. Car-
olyn was at home praying that I wouldn’t have to go to Vietnam. I'll
be honest. I didn’t want to go either. It’s not that I didn’t want to
serve my country; I just didn’t want to leave my family.

I'll never forget sitting in the barracks with my unit on Novem-
ber 17, 1968, the day I was told that I was supposed to ship out. We
were waiting with our duffel bags packed, anxious and nervous. We
sat there all day and all night and no one ever came for us. Finally,
we went to sleep.

The next morning we found out that the governor of Louisiana

was sending our unit back home to train with the state police for
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riot control (this was all happening during the civil rights move-
ment). I watched buddies thatI trained with ship out to ’Nam while
my unit went back to Shreveport and started training with the state
police. Carolyn and I were so happy that God heard our prayers and
kept me stateside. I could still go back to work and attend classes at
college in the evenings; I just had to be available to the National
Guard whenever they needed me. I knew at any moment they could
call me up and tell me I needed to be in Lake Charles, Baton Rouge,
New Orleans or some other city. I wouldn’t be able to tell them no.
I would have to go.

In the summer right after I shut my business down and was
preparing for ministry, I got a phone call from the National Guard.
It was one of the worst times in my life. I was told to report to Fort
Humbug, and that was it. I didn’t know how long I would be gone.
I didn’t have a dime to my name at the time, and I had bills, both
business and personal, and a mortgage to pay. I also had a wife and
now two babies to feed.

I remember the day I had to leave. I put on my fatigues, grabbed
my duffel bag, and walked into the living room. I saw Carolyn sit-
ting on the couch holding my two little girls. She had the saddest
look on her face. When I saw her, my heart broke. I walked out of
the living room and into the bedroom, took my fatigues off and
threw the duffel bag in the corner. The Lord spoke to me, “What
are you doing?”

“I can’t go,” I told Him. “Did you see how my wife looked at me?
I can’t leave her like that. I can’t leave my two babies like that.”

He was firm. “You took an oath and committed to the National

Guard, Jerry. They said they needed you, and you have to go. Now
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put your clothes back on, pack your duffel bag and get down to Fort
Humbug. I will take care of your family.” God then brought to my

mind a passage of Scripture I had read just a few days before.

Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life, what
ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet for your body,
what ye shall put on. Is not the life more than meat, and the
body than raiment?

Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow not, neither do
they reap, nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father
feedeth them. Are ye not much better than they? Which of
you by taking thought can add one cubit unto his stature?
And why take ye thought for raiment? Consider the lilies of
the field, how they grow; they toil not, neither do they spin:
And yet I say unto you, that even Solomon in all his glory
was not arrayed like one of these.

Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the field, which
to day is, and to morrow is cast into the oven, shall he not
much more clothe you, O ye of little faith? Therefore take
no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall we
drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed? (For after all
these things do the Gentiles seek:) for your heavenly Father
knoweth that ye have need of all these things.

But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righ-
teousness; and all these things shall be added unto you. Take
therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall
take thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day
is the evil thereof (Matt. 6:25-34).
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In other words, He was telling me that God is my Source. The
Lord spoke to me again, “Stand in front of your family and start act-
ing like ’'m your Source. You tell your wife that I am your Source
and she will receive what you’re saying.” I was quick to obey.

I dressed again, threw my duffel bag over my shoulder and
walked back into the living room. “Carolyn,” I told her, “I don’t have
a clue how God is going to take care of you and the girls. I don’t
know how long I'm going to be gone. I don’t have any money. All I
know is that God told me not to worry, and that He is our Source
and He’s going to take care of you somehow.”

She looked at me and smiled. “Jerry, I know that. And I also
know you have to go, so you don’t worry about us. I know God will
take care of us. I don’t know how He’s going to do it either, but I do
know you have to go, and there’s no two ways about it. Go fulfill
your duty and don’t you have a second thought about us, because
God is going to take care of us. He is our Source.” I kissed her, grabbed
my duffel bag and started walking to the back door. Before I could
reach the knob, I heard a knock.

I opened the door and a man was standing there. He said, “Jerry,
where are you going?”

“To Fort Humbug,” I replied. “And after that I haven’t got
a clue.”

“Well, how long are you going to be gone?”

I shrugged my shoulders. “I have no idea.”

The man looked straight into my eyes and said, “Well, I'm glad
I got here before you left. God told me to bring you some money this
morning, and it was only just now that I have been able to get over

here.” He put some cash in my hand and said, “So please take this.”
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I was stunned. He walked to his truck and drove off so fast I barely
had time to thank him.

I took the money to Carolyn and told her, “See, God is our
Source.” My beautiful wife took my hand and said, “I told you, Jerry,
God is our Source.”

That incident, at the beginning of our walk of faith, proved to
us that God was our Source and that we only had to look to Him.
How He went about meeting our need was not our problem to fig-
ure out. It was His business. Our only business was to believe that

He could and that He would provide for us.

Depend on the Source
Ephesians 3:20 tells us that God “is able to do exceedingly abun-

dantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that
works in us” (NKJV). This verse tells me that no matter how big our
need is, our Source is bigger than that. I love how this text reads in
the Amplified Bible: “Now to Him Who, by (in consequence of) the
[action of His| power that is at work within us, is able to [carry out
His purpose and] do superabundantly, far over and above all that
we [dare] ask or think [infinitely beyond our highest prayers, desires,
thoughts, hopes, or dreams].”

I want you to know that the Source is bigger than your dreams,
your hopes, your thoughts, your needs. As a child of God, you are
not limited to what is going on in the natural world. You have a
Source who is linked together with you. He is capable of putting you
in position where you don’t need help from others or from yourself.

God will be all that you need.
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I like what Deuteronomy 33:27 says: “The eternal God, he is thy
refuge, and underneath are the everlasting arms.” “Eternal” means
forever. What is that verse assuring us of? That we can always de-
pend on God no matter what’s going on around us because the
Source is eternal. The apostle Paul picked up on this verse when he
wrote, “Now unto the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only wise
God, be honour and glory for ever and ever. Amen” (1 Tim. 1:17).

Paul reiterated the truth that God will always be there no matter
what we go through. No matter what our nation may go through. No
matter what’s happening around us. We can have confidence knowing
that the Source from whom all blessings flow will be there for us.

I'm telling you, there’s never been a time when it has been more
important that you learn to look to God as your Source than right
now. Some of the greatest financial institutions in our nation are
crumbling. Even our government is showing signs of instability. You
can’t depend on banks, the state or anyone else for that matter. You

have to learn how to depend on God.

Build Your Faith

I want to encourage you and give you an exercise that you can use to
remember who your Source is. This is especially important as you
journey through the Prayer of Petition and start believing God for
your way out of impossible situations.

Second Corinthians 1:3 tells us, “Blessed be God, even the Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies, and the God of all
comfort.” The Amplified Bible says, “Blessed be the God and Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of sympathy (pity and mercy) and

the God [Who is the Source]| of every comfort (consolation and en-
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couragement).” In this particular verse, Paul is referring to the Source
of comfort and encouragement. But it also implies that God is the
Source of everything that we could possibly ever need.

I read this one time during my study time, when I was out in
California preaching in a couple of different churches. I was sitting
in my hotel room in Anaheim, and I tell you the Holy Spirit came all
over me. I was running around the room, shouting and praising
God, when this thought came to me: For every verse I read for the rest
of the day that has the words “God,” “Lord,” “Jesus,” “Him,” “He”—ab-
solutely any reference to my heavenly Father—I"m going to say out loud “my
Source” immediately after those words. I wanted to see what it would do

for my faith. Let me give you an idea of some of the things I read.

+ “But my God [my Source] shall supply all your need ac-
cording to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4:19).

* “Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace
[God, my Source|” (Heb. 4:16).

+ “Is anything too hard for the LORD [my Source]?” (Gen.
18:14).

I want to encourage you to take some time and study the Scrip-
tures this way. Read them out loud and insert “my Source” in the
verses. Let those words sink deeply into your heart. Let them pene-
trate your mind. Let them build up your faith that God is your
Source of supply.

If you keep doing this, you are going to become so “God is

my Source-minded,” you will no longer worry. You will not get
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depressed. You will not fear. You will start to experience an ex-
pectancy rise up on the inside of you. While everyone else is worry-
ing and trying to figure out what they are going to do, you are going
to be walking with a dance in your step and a smile on your face.
As you spend the next few days or weeks preparing your Prayer
of Petition, never forget who your Source is. This knowledge
should make you unshakable from this moment forward. No mat-
ter what’s going on around you, no matter what’s happening in
the natural, know that God is your refuge. He is your safe place.
He has not forgotten your name. He has not forgotten your ad-
dress. And He has not forgotten how to do the miraculous in your

behalf. He is your Source!
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